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On the morning of Jan. 22, a meeting of several hundred people gathered to observe the first
anniversary of the January 22 Movement of Mothers of Political Prisoners was disrupted by a group
of Sandinista militants. The opposition groups met at the Managua headquarters of the Democratic
Coordinator. The meeting began with the national anthem and an invocation by a Roman Catholic
priest, Lino Hernandez, who also heads the anti-Sandinista Permanent Commission on Human
Rights. When Hernandez finished speaking, he turned the microphone over to Carlos Huembes,
president of the Coordinadora. After Huembes had been speaking for several minutes, there
were sudden shouts from near the door. Rocks began to fly, folding chairs were wildly thrown
about and the meeting dissolved in chaos. Outside, a group of about 40 demonstrators launched
several volleys of rocks, which they had apparently brought with them. "This is not politics, you
are guardia!" the demonstrators yelled. The demonstrators, mostly young people, denied that
they had been sent by government officials. Several uniformed Sandinista policemen who arrived
on the scene did nothing to halt the stone throwing and made no arrests. A Sandinista crowd
also reportedly staged a demonstration at the headquarters of the Social Christian Party on the
evening of Jan. 21. Some party members were injured in fist fights. (Basic data from Washington
Post, New York Times, 01/23/88) [Ed. note: The Permanent Commission on Human Rights is linked
to the Coordinadora, and has received US government funds from the National Endowment
for Democracy, funneled via Prodemca. The "January 22 Organization of Mothers of Political
Prisoners" was founded by the Social Christian Party (PSC), and consists of mothers and relatives
of imprisoned National Guardsmen and contras. [The PSC is one of the founding members
of the Coordinadora coalition.] The women wear white scarves in the style of mothers of the
tortured and disappeared in other parts of Latin America. Unlike those groups, the "January 22"
organization has received at least $21,000 in US government funds through the National Endowment
for Democracy, according to Democratic Conservative Party leader Rafael Cordova Rivas. The
January 22 date is also significant. On that day in 1967, Somoza's National Guard opened fire on a
peaceful demonstration in downtown Managua which had been called to protest rigged presidential
elections. The PSC, formed in 1957, is the largest member of the Coordinadora with affiliations with
other Christian Democrat parties, such as those in El Salvador and Costa Rica. Its base of support is
in the modernizing business sector and informal service sector. The Coordinadora, founded in 1981,
currently consists of a coalition of four political parties, two trade union federations and the Superior
Council of Private Enterprise (COSEP). Since its founding, the Coordinadora has openly opposed
all aspects of the Nicaraguan revolution, defending "free market" economy, large landed interests,
direct negotiation with the contras, total amnesty (including the National Guardsmen). During
the 1984 presidential election campaign, after a series of demands presented to the Nicaraguan
government (which were met), the Coordinadora parties boycotted the elections.]
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